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Cedar Valley Arboretum & Botanic Gardens 

P.O. Box 1833, Waterloo, IA 50704-1833

Located east of Hawkeye Community College, 1927 East Orange Road, Waterloo, Iowa

Office Address: 3336 Kimball Avenue | (319) 226-4966 | Email: office@cedarvalleyarboretum.org

Website: www.cedarvalleyarboretum.org | Blog: www.cedarvalleyarboretum.wordpress.com

Mollie Luze, Director of Horticulture | Pam Hays, President of the Board of Directors

Pat McGivern & Linda Wolner, Co-Editors of The View.  Email office@cedarvalleyarboretum.org to unsubscribe
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CONGRATRULATIONS 4TH GRADE CLASS and thank you for your 
participation in our Scarecrow Contest with your Character Counts display. 
Ken Erpelding, Principal, is proud to report that the 4th grade class donated 
their $25 contest prize to the Cedar Bend Humane Society.  We commend 
your giving spirit and generosity.  Character does count!!

Winter Clothing Drive:  Ken also reports their need for new or gently used 
winter clothing such as boots, hats, mittens, snow pants, sweat pants, sweat 
shirts etc. which can be dropped off during school hours to their main office. 
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LASAGNA GARDENING:
A New Layering System for Bountiful Gardens: 
No Digging, No Tilling, No Weeding, No Kidding!
By Patricia Lanza
(Rodale 1998)

This book describes the author's own development of a nontraditional, organic, layering method which can be used to create 
better soil while still keeping your gardens neat and attractive without tilling. The name comes from the layers used to make 
the beds, which reminded the author of making lasagna. The key materials are organic: peat moss, shredded leaves and 
other mulches, compost, animal manures, and materials recycled from gardening and kitchen such as grass clippings, 
coffee grounds, vegetable peelings. The author describes in detail her own experiences in first constructing these beds, and 
revising her methods for different types of vegetables and flowers. The book is a Quill and Trowel Award winner from the 
Garden Writers Association of America.  This book is available at the Waterloo Public Library.

Pat's opinion: I picked up this book because of the "lasagna garden" in the Arboretum community gardens last summer--so 
named for its colors. I learned that this book is about a different method of preparing a garden bed. The first 25 pages 
describe the basic process, the next 150 pages give details for various vegetable, herb, berry, and flower gardens adapting 
this process. The writer also gives great tips on many issues, such as picking the best types of plants, controlling insects or 
pests organically, making supports, and using the lasagna method in containers. Gardeners of all skill levels should find 
something of interest.
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