Let us love winter, for it is the spring of genius.

~Pietro Aretino
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Our November View included instructions for
forcing amaryllis bulbs in winter. These bulbs were
planted on November 12, 2009, and have been
kept near a sunny window. The first bud began
showing above the bulb on December 9, and these
two bud photos reflect the status as of January 12,
2009. On January 15, the first bloom opened wide!

b |

Note the tall single stalk has a second bud just peeking, while the
other bulbs are sending two shorter stalks at once. The earlier a
forced bulb is planted in the fall, the longer it will take to sprout and
come to flower. This planter's dream of having three amaryllis in
bloom for a December holiday centerpiece was obviously
premature.

The careful View observer may have noted a pink amaryllis in full
bloom gracing the front page of our December View. That lovely
flower was a gift, purchased for only $5.00 at a local large discount
store. While extremely beautiful and greatly enjoyed, the
purchased flower did not provide the same satisfaction gained by
watching these nursery bulbs slowly succeed in conquering our
lowa winter!




THE 20 MINUTE GARDENER
The Garden of Your Dreams without Giving up Your Life, Your Job, or Your Sanity v
By Tom Christopher and Marty Asher WITHOUT GvING UP Y0UR LIFE, YouR Job,

OR YOUR SANITY

(Random House 1997) Tom CHRISTOPHER

AND

MARTY ASHER

The authors of Compost This Book (1994) got together to write this guide for easy to follow 20 minute
projects based on low maintenance organic techniques that are intended to put the fun back in gardening.
Tom is described as a compulsive professional horticulturalist, and he is trying to help Marty, a
workaholic/commuter who is tempted to just pour concrete instead of garden. One of the rules of the book
Is that "You shall spend no more than twenty minutes a day in your garden, and your tasks will be only
those that you enjoy." The book has many 20 minute per day projects such as window boxes, container
gardens, and a nocturne garden (to be enjoyed at night by those that don't arrive home from work until
after sundown).

Pat's opinion: | expected to enjoy this book, but found for my taste that there was a bit too much attempt at
humor, and a not quite enough gardening facts. If you enjoy Click and Clack (The Car Guys), these would
be comparable Gardening Guys. | did find a few projects of interest, and at least one chapter laugh out
loud/must read out loud to the spouse funny. My favorite rule from the book: "When in doubt, do nothing.
The problem will either get worse (in which case it will become obvious what you have to do) or it will go
away."
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